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John Basil began a life in the theatre as an actor, studying with the so-called “Three Sisters”, 
Stella Adler, Uta Hagen, and Mira Rostova. He went on to play three seasons at the 
Williamstown Theatre Festival under the direction of Nikos Psacharopoulos. At the time, John 
considered his career on track, but after studying with the Royal Shakespeare Theater’s John 
Barton, “something clicked, directorially, and I never turned back.” 

As of now, John has directed 27 of the 37 Shakespeare plays, from Titus Andronicus and 
Othello, to Hamlet. Many of the plays were staged at American Globe Theatre, where he was a 
founding member, and Producing Artistic Director. “AGT became home”, allowing him to 
further develop and become known for his unique style and visceral approach, which suits both 
classical and contemporary, theater and film. During AGT's early years, John worked on NBC’s 
long running soap opera,“Another World”, and over the theater's 25 year run, John often worked 
regionally; completing seven seasons at Sarasota Opera; helping to launch the Sedona 
Shakespeare Festival in Arizona; and, directing many works of great diversity — from Twelfth 
Night, Richard III, and Candida, to Neil Simon’s Proposals, and A. R. Gurney’s The Dining 
Room. 

While helming AGT's theatrical productions, John developed the company's academic 
engagement, creating the innovative “Playing Shakespeare” classes and workshop series, and the 
company's “Shakespeare for Schools” outreach program. He also taught at numerous institutions, 
including Columbia University’s Teachers College, Rutgers, Drew, Penn State, Elon 
University, and the Asolo Conservatory. In 2008, John accepted a position at Marymount 
Manhattan College where he is currently a tenured professor. A partial roster of his courses 
includes, Performing Shakespeare, Text & Performance, and American Realism. John is the 
recipient of several awards, including Outstanding Faculty Member of Marymount Manhattan 
College, the National Foundation for Advancement in the Arts, and the Iben Lectureship for 
Shakespeare. 

Drawing on his work with large ensemble casts of varying experience with classical texts, 
coaching name clients through high profile productions, and introducing scores of new students 
to Shakespeare, John co-authored his first book, “WILL POWER: How to Act Shakespeare in 
21 Days” (Applause) with Stephanie Gunning. The acting guide is currently in its second 
printing, and used in 12 universities and counting. In 2019, John Basil and Dennis Schebetta will 
release his second academic text geared towards rehearsal technique, “Building A Performance: 
An Actors Guide to Rehearsal”. 
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